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OUR VISION IS OPTIMIZED TO SEE STRUCTURE
Gestalt principles – Proximity, Similarity, Continuity, Closure, Symmetry, Figure/Ground, and Common Fate.



Proximity

◦ Our eyes will use the space between the items to 
categorize them, even if they are similar.

◦ It is wise to use this in interface design to both 

separate items and to make sure they stay in 
groups.



Similarity

Grouped based on the objects.

Can be used when possibly there is 
no room, or you do not want to 
spread information too far.



Continuity

◦ Our eyes create imaginary  
images/objects to make the 
image seem whole.

◦ An example is being used to 
‘break’ something a bit, but not 

too much.



Closure

◦ When our eyes use pieces of an 
object and perceive a whole, 
possibly similar object.

◦ In Interface Design, seems niche 
except for graphical design.



Symmetry

◦ Our eyes will try to simplify 
things.

◦ Useful for things like creating 
images that look 3D.



Figure/Ground

◦ Using given information, form a 
ground and item(s) on that ground.

◦ Can be used to create things like 
themes on websites

◦ Also, can be used to create ads or 
warnings and such.



Common Fate

◦ Similar to the Similarity 
principle but has to do with 
movement rather than 

description.

◦ Not many examples to have.



WE SEEK AND USE VISUAL STRUCTURE
Separates information into sections allowing desired info to be found easier and more quickly.



Basic Structure

◦ Extract the basic info from a 
cloudy text and structure it in some 
sort of way.

◦ Still has to follow design 
guidelines.



Data field can 
provide structure.

◦ Help reduce clutter both 
visually wise and code wise.

◦ Prevents the user from getting 
confused.

◦ Helps the programmer by not 
having to do checks.



Visual Hierarchy

◦ More informational version than a basic structure 
as it allows lots  of the text to be kept while still 
being structured.

◦ Can be used for more than just text, such as 
settings menus 


